2009-2010 West Witney 2s
At the time of writing, with 2 league matches still to play the 2s are on course to finish second in BBO Div 2. Of the 20 matches played we’ve won 16, drawn 2 and lost 2. Both losses and one of the draws came in the first half of the season, so we improved as we went on. We hope that this will be good enough to secure promotion as we think we deserve it! 

In all we have had a very successful and enjoyable season mainly because a group of skillful individual players supported each other and played as a team. This is in no small part down to Sadie who has worked hard to coach us to improve and has organized us so that we know what we should be doing (and increasingly we do it!). I’m sure the whole squad will join me in thanking Sadie for her help.
Having said we’ve play as a team doesn’t take away from the fact we’ve had some huge individual contributions throughout the season. It will come as no surprise to those who’ve seen us that Ellie Norton has had the star player hat most often. Ellie has defended brilliantly all season, supported by Wendy and Jenni. Annabel and Millie have worked tirelessly in the midfield and the speed and skill of Hannah, Amy Williams and Gabby up front have frightened oppositions. Fletch, Sarah and Jenna have not played every week, but when they play they always give 100%. Though we have had a winning season, there have been some close matches where Amy Watson’s goalkeeping has made the difference – she won us the game against Bracknell.  The ability of our squad has meant that several of our players have had opportunities in the 1s this season, and we will lose some of them to the 1s squad in seasons to come. We wish them well with their hockey career.
Currently our top scorer is Katy Edwards, the legendary goal-hanging paying off again! Gabby and Millie are close behind and there’s still time……..
We have had some excellent entries for donkey of the day each week. Vital kit has been forgotten, puddles landed in, goalposts headed, timing issues, route-finding errors and hangovers. The honours have been spread fairly evenly throughout the squad, even Sadie has been a recipient; however there is a leader in the race for donkey of the season …. but then it’s probably justified as she did forget the goalie on one occasion.

On a personal note I’d first like to thank Sadie for organizing things so brilliantly, no way would we have achieved such a good season without you. Thanks to Wendy and Jenni for dealing with my last minute phonecalls when I’ve had to rush off. I would also like to thank everyone, including Mums, Dads and Grans, for the help with teas and car driving. 
Gil Middleton, 2s captain

2009 – 2010 West Witney 3s
As we started the season back in September, who would have guessed that the team that only just avoided relegation last year would be pushing for promotion this year!    

The 3XI have had a fantastic season, sitting in the top half of the Trysports Div 3 League from beginning to end.   Our final league position will not become obvious until after our last match on 17th April, but at the time of writing and with two matches left to play, we currently have secured 3rd place, with the distinct possibility of finishing higher.

All 3rd team players have worked hard to achieve the deserved success this year – our top goal scorer Suzanne Thorne has been an inspiration to the younger players (she also gets the award for the most shouting – even outdoing Jarvy on occasion!); Linda Billington has been outstanding in goal – saving the match for us on several occasions; and the mid-field have benefitted from the settled partnership of Becky Blandford and Katie Moss since Christmas.    Our League success is not only due to the number of goals scored – our defenders have also played a huge part in ensuring that maximum points have been gained most weeks.  Zoe Bradford, Meg Blacker and Lucy Garnett have all put in 100%.

Personally, I think our main strength has been our team spirit.  Everyone has enjoyed their hockey, and worked hard to encourage each other.   Our will-to-win has been evident each time we have stepped onto the pitch.   Thanks must be given to Jarvy for his coaching (and his pitch-side ‘encouragement’!).  

For those interested in statistics, we have won 13 matches, drawn 5 and lost 2, scoring 55 goals along the way.     We fully expect that some of our players will progress to the 2nd team next season – we will miss them, but wish them well – but this will give us the opportunity to move on the next group of young players from the Development Team and our successful Junior Section, and we look forward to welcoming them to Senior hockey and building on this year’s success.
Karen  Jarvis
3 XI Captain
